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Discover Your New Favorite Blues Artist
The Next 
Generation is 
Already Here!

Blues is a musical tra-
dition built on stories, 

experiences, and influences 
passed from one genera-
tion to the next. Many of 
the artists who shaped the 
genre are no longer with us, 
and some fans worry that 
younger audiences aren’t 
discovering the music that 
has meant so much to them.

But a closer look at the Pa-
cific Northwest blues scene 
tells a different story.

The next generation of 
blues musicians isn’t 
waiting in the wings. 
They’re already here.

They’re showing up at 
jam sessions, participating 
in mentorship programs, 
learning from experienced 
musicians, and stepping 
onto stages throughout 
the region. Some are still 
in high school. Others are 
just beginning to establish 
themselves as performers. 
All are helping ensure 
that the blues continues to 
evolve while remaining 
connected to its roots.

One of the most visible ex-
amples is Sleeper Wave, the 
youth band that represented 
the Cascade Blues Asso-
ciation at the International 
Blues Challenge Youth 
Showcase in Memphis in 
January 2026.

Since returning from Mem-
phis, the band has become 
one of the most talked-about 
young acts in the local 
scene. They recently shared 
the stage at the Alberta 
Rose Theatre with Muddy 
Award-winning band John-
ny Wheels and the Swamp 

Donkeys. Joining them was 
legendary drummer Tony 
TC Coleman, whose career 
includes years performing 
with B.B. King and numer-
ous other blues greats.

In that moment, three 
generations of blues 
musicians performed 
on the same stage.

It’s difficult to imagine a 
better illustration of how the 
blues has always survived. 
Knowledge is passed from 
musician to musician, 
generation to generation, 

through performances, 
mentorship, and shared ex-
periences. The music lives 
because people continue to 
learn it, play it, and make it 
their own.
This summer, Sleeper Wave 
continues its momentum 
with performances aboard 
the Cruisin’ to Memphis 
Blues Cruise during the 
Waterfront Blues Festival 
and at the Cathedral Park 
Jazz Festival. Featuring 
Cameron Kirkman on guitar 
and vocals, Jonah Bradbury 
on keys, Juliette Bull on 
bass, and Evan Shumate on 
drums, the band has already 
demonstrated that youth 
musicians can command the 
same stages as artists with 
decades of experience.

They are not alone.
Seventeen-year-old drum-
mer Cole Wilson discovered 
his passion for music in 
fifth grade. Through Tim-
mer Blakely’s Lightning 
in a Bottle records, which 
focuses on nurturing young 
artists, Cole found opportu-
nities to develop his skills 
and gain valuable perform-
ing experience. Today, he 
is a familiar face within the 
local blues community.
Another emerging artist 

Blues in the News | Blues Notes

Youth Jammers Monday Night Jam  
at White Eagle (Photo Credit:Debra Penk)
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Cameron Kirkman 
(Photo Credit:Debra Penk)

Blues in the News | Blues Notes

is Jaxson Decker, a rising 
blues and roots musician 
known for his soulful 
vocals, impressive guitar 
work, and growing catalog 
of original music. Perform-
ing throughout the Portland 
area with his band, The 
Joint, Jaxson represents a 
generation of musicians 
who are finding their own 
voices while drawing inspi-
ration from the traditions 
that came before them.

For many young 
musicians, the journey 
begins not on a festival 
stage but at a local jam 
session.

Throughout the region, jam 
hosts and established mu-
sicians are creating spaces 
where younger players can 
gain confidence and experi-
ence. At Chad Rupp and the 
Sugar Roots’ Monday Night 
Jam at the White Eagle, 
youth musicians are actively 
encouraged to participate. 
Chad’s philosophy is simple: 
“Youth jammers get priority.”

One young musician audienc-
es may want to keep an eye 
on is Dawson Bellingham. 
A regular participant at local 
jams, Dawson can often be 
found sharing his vocal and 
guitar talents at Chad Rupp 
and the Sugar Roots’ Monday 
Night Jam. For blues fans 
interested in discovering 
emerging talent, it’s exactly 
the kind of place where to-
morrow’s standout perform-
ers can be found today.

Supporting many of these 
young musicians are 

dedicated musician mentors 
who generously share their 
knowledge and experi-
ence. Among them is Dave 
Fleschner, lead volunteer 
and advisor for the Cascade 
Blues Association’s Youth 
Journey to Memphis pro-
gram. Through encourage-
ment, guidance, and a deep 
commitment to the blues, 
Dave helps young artists 
develop not only as musi-
cians, but also as ambassa-
dors for the music they love. 
His work reflects the spirit 
of mentorship that has long 
been a cornerstone of the 
blues community.

That spirit of support can be 
found throughout the Pacific 
Northwest blues scene. 
Experienced musicians 
understand that preserving 
the blues requires more 
than celebrating its past. 
It requires investing in its 
future.

Education plays an 
important role as well.
For many years, artists such 
as Norman Sylvester have 

introduced students to the 
history and significance of 
blues music through educa-
tional outreach. This year, the 
Cascade Blues Association 
revitalized its Blues in the 
Schools program, bringing 
musicians into schools and 
community programs to share 
not only music, but also the 
cultural history and traditions.

The Kivett Bednar Band 
visited Buckman Elemen-
tary in February. Later that 
month, Jenny Moriarty and 
Scott Steele combined mu-
sic and education during a 
Black History Month event 
for the SUN after-school 
program. In May, the JR. 
T Blues Band, led by Tevis 
Hodge Jr., visited Beach 
Elementary. These programs 
give students an opportunity 
to experience live music 
while learning about the 
roots of the blues and its 
influence on nearly every 
form of popular music that 
has followed.

Those educational expe-
riences often become the 
first step in a much longer 
journey. A student hears a 
blues presentation at school. 
A teenager attends a local 
jam. A young musician 
enters the Youth Journey to 
Memphis Showcase. Before 
long, they find themselves 
performing on festival 
stages and sharing bills with 
established artists.

Summer festivals provide 
a perfect opportunity to 
witness that progression 
firsthand.

Whether attending the 
Waterfront Blues Festival, 
the Cathedral Park Jazz 
Festival, or one of the many 
live music events happen-
ing throughout the region, 
audiences have a chance 
to discover musicians they 
may not have heard before. 
Many fans arrive excited to 
see favorite performers, but 
some of the most memo-
rable moments often come 
from artists they discover 
unexpectedly.

Today’s young 
performer could easily 
become tomorrow’s 
festival headliner.

Every established blues artist 
started somewhere. Every 
veteran musician was once 
the newcomer hoping for a 
chance to play. Every legend 
was once the young artist 
nobody had heard of yet.

The future of the blues is 
not a question that needs 
answering someday. The 
answer is already visible 
throughout our community, 
in classrooms, at jam ses-
sions, through mentorship 
programs, and on stages 
large and small.

The next generation is 
already here.

Visit CascadeBlues.Org

By Evelyn Silverman
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Message from the CBA President
Looking forward to 
seeing you!

Summer is here, and 
with it comes one of the 

most exciting times of the 
year for the Cascade Blues 
Association.

The Waterfront Blues 
Festival is just around the 
corner, where the Journey 
to Memphis competition 
will take place aboard the 
Portland Spirit during the 
Cruisin’ to Memphis Blues 
Cruise on July 3rd. This an-
nual competition showcases 
some of the region’s finest 
blues talent as they compete 
for the opportunity to repre-
sent the CBA at the Inter-
national Blues Challenge in 
Memphis. The cruise will 
also feature performances 
by the Journey to Memphis 
All-Stars, past winners who 
continue to keep the blues 
thriving throughout the 
Pacific Northwest.

Supporting these talented 
musicians is one of the 
most rewarding things we 
do as an organization. In 
the coming months, we’ll 
explore new fundraising 
opportunities, including 
online auctions, special 
experiences, sponsorships, 
and other creative ways to 
help send our representa-
tives to Memphis. Whether 
you attend an event, place a 
bid, volunteer, or spread the 
word, your support helps 
keep the blues alive.

As summer winds down, the 
Membership Appreciation 

Picnic offers great company, 
good food, and live music. 
In September, we’ll host 
our Back What You Believe 
In fundraiser benefiting 
our Blues In The Schools 
(BITS) program and launch 
the Youth Journey to Mem-
phis, where musicians under 
21 compete for the opportu-
nity to represent the CBA in 
Memphis.

We’re also pleased to 
welcome two new members 
to our Board of Directors. 
Randi Sachs brings energy 
to public relations and mar-
keting, while Vice President 
Nancy Collins contributes 
fresh ideas and organiza-
tional leadership. Their 
enthusiasm and dedication 
are helping strengthen our 
foundation as we continue 
to grow.

Whether you’re a longtime 
member, a musician, a blues 
fan, or someone just discov-
ering the CBA, we invite 
you to join us. Attend an 
event, volunteer, become a 
member, or simply intro-
duce yourself. The CBA 
is powered by people who 
love music and believe in 
preserving and promoting 

the blues for future 
generations.

We look forward to seeing 
you at a show, fundraiser, 
festival, or one of our many 
events in the months ahead.

Sandy
(CBA President)

Blues in the News | Blues Notes
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Four Finalists. Two Memphis Spots. One Incredible Blues Cruise.
July 3 • Aboard the 
Portland Spirit

Four outstanding acts 
remain in the running to 

represent the Cascade Blues 
Association at the 2027 In-
ternational Blues Challenge 
in Memphis, Tennessee. 
On Friday, July 3, they will 
compete aboard the Cruisin’ 
to Memphis Blues Cruise 
during the Waterfront Blues 
Festival, where one band 
and one solo act will be 
chosen to carry the Pacific 
Northwest blues tradition to 
historic Beale Street. 

Competing in the Band Cate-
gory are two powerhouse 
acts with very different 
approaches to the blues. The 

Kivett Bednar Band delivers 
soulful musicianship, deep 
grooves, and high-energy 
performances. Jenny Mori-
arty & The Bootleggers 
bring an electrifying blend of 
rhythm & blues, jump blues, 
and soulful grooves.
In the Solo Category, 
audiences will hear two 
accomplished songwriters 
and performers. Two-time 
Cascade Blues Association 

Hall of Fame inductee Kevin 
Selfe combines masterful 
guitar work with a storytell-
er’s spirit. Al Polito brings 
passionate guitar playing and 
a roots-driven approach that 
blends honesty, grit, humor, 
and soul.

Of course, the competition is 
only part of what makes this 
cruise such a special event. 
With three stages spread 
across three decks of the 
Portland Spirit, you’ll enjoy 
live music throughout the af-
ternoon from the Journey to 
Memphis All-Stars, featuring 
International Blues Chal-
lenge competitors and some 
of the Pacific Northwest’s 
favorite blues performers.

Whether you’re cheering 
for your favorite finalist, 

discovering a new artist, or 
simply looking for an un-
forgettable afternoon of live 
blues music on the Willa-
mette River, this is one event 
you won’t want to miss.

From the moment the 
Portland Spirit leaves the 
dock until the winners are 
announced, the Cruisin’ to 
Memphis Blues Cruise offers 
a front-row seat to one of 
the most exciting days in 
Northwest blues. Tickets 
are selling quickly, and you 
won’t want to miss this 
unforgettable moment in the 
Journey to Memphis.

Who will be heading to 
Memphis? Join us on July 3 

and find out! Visit:

waterfrontbluesfest.com
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Join Us for the CBA Monthly Showcase in July & August
Open to everyone!

There’s no better way to 
experience the blues than 

live and up close, and the 
Cascade Blues Association’s 
Monthly Showcases offer 
the perfect opportunity to 
do just that. Held on the first 
Wednesday of each month 
at Mekong Bistro, these 
evenings bring together out-
standing musicians, dedicated 
blues fans, and a welcoming 
community that shares a 
passion for live music. 

All ages are welcome.

Whether you’re a longtime 
CBA member or someone 
who simply enjoys great 
music, our Monthly Show-
cases are open to everyone. 
Members attend free, and 

admission is just $5 for 
non-members. It’s an afford-
able way to discover new 
artists, reconnect with fa-
miliar favorites, and support 
the musicians who keep the 
blues thriving throughout the 
Pacific Northwest.

On July 1, we’re excited to 
welcome the Sarah Lodge 
Duo, whose heartfelt vocals 
and skilled musicianship 
provide the perfect start 
to an evening of blues. 

Following them, Jenny Mo 
and the Bootleggers will take 
the stage with their energetic 
blend of blues, roots, and 
rhythm-driven performances 
that are sure to get the room 
moving.

Then, on August 5, guitarist 
and vocalist Al Polito will 
kick off the showcase with 
a solo performance high-
lighting his distinctive style 
and deep connection to the 
blues tradition. Closing 

out the evening will be 
Billy D and the Hoodoos, 
bringing their signature 
mix of blues, soul, and rock 
influences for a powerful 
and entertaining set.

The Monthly Showcases are 
more than concerts—they’re 
a chance to connect with 
fellow music lovers, support 
regional artists, and celebrate 
the music that brings our 
community together. Wheth-
er you’re a regular attendee 
or considering your first 
visit, we invite you to join us 
for these upcoming evenings 
of exceptional live blues.

Mark your calendar, bring a 
friend, and experience why 
the first Wednesday of every 
month has become a favor-
ite tradition for blues fans 
throughout the region.

Sarah Lodge Al Polito
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Tedeschi Trucks Band - Future Soul
CD Review by  
Mike Penk

Future Soul, the new 
album from the Te-

deschi Trucks Band, is the 
sixth studio record release 
from this dynamic and ac-
complished band, led by 
the husband-and-wife duo 
of Susan Tedeschi and 
Derek Trucks. It sounds 
fresh and innovative 
while staying true to their 
soul and blues rock roots. 
With 11 new songs, there 
is no filler, just impecca-
bly performed songs that 
take them in some new 
directions. Susan Tedes-
chi’s vocals are delivered 
with aplomb- she is at the 
top of her game. Derek 
Truck’s breath-taking gui-
tar work is as driven, tight 
and energized as ever.  

“I Got You”, the second 
track, features Susan 
singing about finding the 
love she has always been 
looking for. The band 
rises in volume to match 
the enthusiasm of Susan 
blissfully singing, Do 
Do Do, as she seemingly 
skips down the street. 
Derek joins in with a gui-
tar that is shooting bullets 
of pure joy and ecstasy 
into the blue sky. “Who 
Am I” is another declara-
tion of being in love, but 
in a deeper spiritual and 
analytical way. It builds 

slowly into another great 
guitar solo climax.  

“Devil Be Gone” is a 
gospel blues song about 
refusing to be influenced 
by the hate and intoler-
ance pedaled by so many 
voices in our society. 
Susan defiantly protests 
with a gospel chorus 
“Devil be gone, I’m just 
trying to live my life. I 
don’t need your advice”. 
Derek’s guitar stalks and 
chases her voice trying to 
overcome her resistance. 
This musical conversation 
is very inspired. 

The title track, “Future 
Soul” hints at a future 
with Artificial Intelli-
gence where society is 
willing to sell its soul 
to soulless machines. 
Susan sings, “Almost 
ashamed to say, well 
say it anyway, oh hope 
your future’s got soul 
in it.” Derek plays the 
raunchiest, metallic and 
machine-like solo of his 
career, over an ominous 
riff from the band. Next, 
take a closer look at the 
album cover. Incon-
gruous to the band’s 

homegrown rootsy style, 
it features an AI photo 
of Susan and Derek as 
superheroes, comically 
being stalked by aliens 
and machines destroying 
everything in the back-
ground. Welcome to the 
Future! 

After many live perfor-
mances over the past 
decade, the band effec-
tively translates all this 
energy and experience to 
the studio. Future Soul is 
a sonic musical treasure, 
and it is the best record 
of their career so far.  

Blues Reviews | Blues Notes
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Blues Calendar for July & August, 2026
Experience the 
Blues upclose and 
personal

July
•	 1 - CBA Monthly 

Showcase, Mekong 
Bistro, Portland

•	 1 - JT Wise Band, 
Westin Amphitheater, 
Kalama

•	 3 - TC Coleman & 
Kenny Neal, Down-
beat Bar, Portland

•	 3 - Chad Rupp’s After 
Hours Pro-Jam, White 
Eagle, Portland

•	 4 - Bottle Neck Blues 
Band, Pekin Ferry RV 
Park, Ridgefield

•	 7 - JT Wise Band, 
Pioneer Courthouse 
Square, Portland

•	 9 - Curtis Salgado & 
Alan Hager, The Lodge 
Carts, Scappoose

•	 10 - Beacon Street 
Titans, Arrivederci, 
Milwaukie

•	 10 - Bottleneck Blues 
Band, McMenamins 
Edgefield Winery, 
Troutdale

•	 11 - JT Wise Band, 
Farmers’ Market, Lake 
Oswego

•	 11 - The Strange 
Tones, Elysium 
Wines & Vineyard, 
Independence

•	 14 - Ben Rice & the 
PDX Hustle, Tunes on 
Tuesday, Newberg

•	 16 - Norman Sylves-
ter Trio, Line & Lure, 
Ridgefield

•	 17- Mary Flower & 
Adam Traum, Arti-
choke Music, Portland

•	 17 - Norman Sylvester 
Band, Oregon Zoo, PDX

•	 18 - Bottleneck Blues 
Band, The Ship Tav-
ern, Portland

•	 21 - Ben Rice, Old 
Market Pub, Portland

•	 22 - Mike Farris, Mis-
sion Theater, Portland

•	 22 - Bottleneck Blues 
Band, Cowlitz County 
Fair, Longview

•	 24- Bottleneck Blues 
Band, Fort of Vancou-
ver, Vancouver

•	 24 - Kevin Selfe & The 

Tornadoes, Parklane 
Park, Portland

•	 24 - Ben Rice & the 
PDX Hustle, Tunes on 
Tuesday, Newberg

•	 24 - Tevis Hodge Jr., 
Sosta House, Portland

•	 25 - Bottleneck Blues 
Band, First City Cele-
brations, Oregon City

•	 25 - Tevis Hodge Jr., 
45th Parallel Wines, 
Portland

•	 25 - Soul Vaccination, 
Kenton Park, Portland

•	 27 - Bottleneck 
Blues Band, Brothers 
Cascadia Brewing, 
Vancouver

•	 28 - Anders Osborne 
& Jackie Greene, Star 
Theater, Portland

•	 29 - Soul Cookin’, 
Blue Diamond, PDX

•	 31- Bottleneck Blues 

Band, The Lodge 
Carts, Scappoose

August 
•	 1 - John Primer, Jack 

London Revue, PDX
•	 2 - John Primer & 

Steve Bell, House 
Concert, Portland

•	 4 - JT Wise Band, 
White Eagle, Portland

•	 5 - CBA Monthly 
Showcase, Mekong 
Bistro, Portland

•	 6 - Curtis Salgado, 
Ardenwald Park, 
Milwaukie

•	 6 - Bottleneck Blues 
Band, McMenamin’s 
Grand Lodge - Pat’s 
Corner, Forest Grove

•	 7- Robert Cray Band, 
Aladdin Theater, PDX

•	 7 - Tedeschi Trucks 
Band, McMenamins 
Edgefield, Troutdale

Blues Jams

Mondays

•	 Chad Rupp & the Sug-
ar Roots Jam, White 
Eagle, Portland

Tuesdays

•	 Vic Sorisio, Billy 
Blues, Vancouver, WA

Wednesdays

•	 Toby Worthington & 
The Fabulous Bad 
Cats, Dublin Pub, 
Beaverton

Thursdays

•	 Josh Makosky Jam, 
Lair Bar, Milwaukie

•	 Dan Hess & Friends 
Jam, Beach Hut Deli, 
Tigard

Sundays

•	 Blues Jam, Calapooia 
Brewing, Albany

•	 Trails End Boys 
Jam, CI Bar & Grill, 
Tualatin

•	 Kevin Selfe Blues 
Jam, Blue Diamond, 
Portland

•	 Scott Steele or Kirk 
Bryant/Josh Makosky 
(alternating) Jam, Mon-
tavilla Station, PDX

•	 Jerry Jacques Jam, 99 
Saloon, Vancouver

•	 Eric Savage, Bobby 
Ferrante, Eric Rabe, 
Ben Jones,  M&M 
Lounge, Gresham
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Weekly & Monthly Shows

Mondays 

•	 Lloyd Jones Blue 
Monday, Muddy 
Rudder, Portland

•	 Tevis Hodge Jr with 
Bayou Boyz Band, 
Mekong Bistro, PDX

•	 Ben Rice & the PDX 
Hustle, Alberta Street 
Pub, Portland  
(3rd Mondays)

Tuesdays

•	 Blues Dancing, Hoku 

Events on Madison, pdx

Wednesdays
•	 Soul Cookin’, Blue 

Diamond, Portland 
(Last Wednesdays)

•	 CBA Monthly 
Showcase & Member 
Mtg, Mekong Bistro, 
PDX (First Weds)

•	 Cascade Zydeco, Hoku 
Events on Madison, 
Portland

Thursdays 

•	 Ed Neumann & Friends, 
CI Bar, Tualatin

•	 Fenix Rising Band, 
Blue Diamond, PDX

•	 Blues at Produce Row 
feat. Tevis Hodge Jr, 
Portland  
(Third Thursdays)

Fridays
•	 Lloyd Jones & guests, 

Artichoke Music, 
Portland (First Fridays)

Saturdays

•	 Myrtle Brown’s 
Executive Groove, 

Canary, Portland  
(First Saturday)

•	 Lloyd Jones & Friends, 
Spirits, Portland 
(Second Saturdays)

•	 Claes Almroth Trio, 
Mock Crest Tavern, 
Portland  
(Third Saturdays)

Sundays 

•	 Bayou Boyz at Spirits 
Pub, Portland

•	 Suburban Slim Band, 
Slims, Portland  
(First Sundays)

•	 8 - Anthony Gomes, 
Hawthorne Theatre, 
Portland

•	 8 - Bottleneck Blues 
Band, String Town Rib 
Fest, Forest Grove

•	 8 - Curtis Salgado, 
Artichoke Music, 
Portland

•	 12 - CBA Journey to 
Memphis Blues Party 
On The Patio, Beach 
Hut Deli, Tigard

•	 13 - Ian Moore, 
Mississippi Studios, 
Portland

•	 13 - Bottleneck Blues 
Band, 13 Nights On 
The River, St. Helens 

•	 13 - Dave Fleschner’s 
Blues Cabaret, Hoku 
Events on Madison, pdx

•	 14 - Norman Sylvester 
Band, Rose City Park, 
Portland

•	 19 - Bottleneck Blues 

Band, The Old Church, 
Wilsonville

•	 22- Bottleneck Blues 
Band, Blue Diamond, 

Portland
•	 24 - Bottleneck 

Blues Band, Brothers 
Cascadia Brewing, 

Vancouver
•	 25 - The Strange 

Tones, Lebanon Con-
certs in the Park, 
Lebanon

•	 26- Soul Cookin’, Blue 
Diamond, Portland

•	 28 - Black Joe Lewis 
& the Honeybears, 
Mississippi Studios, 
Portland

•	 29 - Bridgetown Get 
Down, Woodstock 
Park, Portland

For the most up to date info, visit 
CascadeBlues.org/calendar
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